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           May 9, 2018 
 
Dear Companions of the Grand Chapter: 
 
A question has come up about how lease agreements and user agreements between our chap-
ters and the masonic buildings in which they meet are operated. We are seeing some chapters 
partner with other York Rite bodies and meet on a quarterly basis. January, Chapter, February 
Council, March Commandery and then they start the sequence over. Other York Rite bodies 
are asking the leases be put in the name of some non legally incorporated entity such as "York 
Rite Committee" or "York Rite Bodies of ..." Let me be clear, we applaud cooperation and 
thinking outside of the box to ensure the best Royal Arch and York Rite experience. We 
should never be afraid to try new ideas. 
 
At the same time that we are trying new and innovative ideas, we also need to ensure that we 
are protecting the sovereignty of the chapter and the authority of the High Priest of the Chap-
ter.  All legal documents involving the chapter must be in the name of  the chapter. Therefore, 
if there is a rental agreement or a usage agreement that governs when the chapter is allowed to 
meet it must be in the name of the Chapter. Your insurance policies must be in the name of 
the chapter. Your banking accounts must be in the name of the chapter, and attached to your 
chapter's EIN. Your rent and other obligations should be paid from the chapter.  
 
This protects the chapter in a few different ways.  
(A) If the chapter is a party to some type of working group or working chapter, and something 
happens when Commandery or Council is using the building, the Chapter could be found lia-
ble along with its leaders for something the chapter did not do. 
 
(B) While unlikely, it is also possible being party to one of these cooperative agreements 
could also cause the High Priest to be subservient to one of the other two bodies. What is to 
prevent the Commander or the Illustrious Master from telling a High Priest he may not meet 
at a set time or a set place that he would otherwise be legally entitled to if not part of the co-
operative.  
 
(C) It ensures that we are only liable for our rent.  In some cases, some York Rite bodies have 
had issues paying their obligations to temple associations, Shrine Centers,  the Scottish Rite, 
and other entities. If a Chapter is part of this cooperative they may easily find themselves lia-
ble for costs they would not have normally incurred.  
 
(D) Accidents happen and one of the reasons why we carry insurance is to indemnify our 
companions if there is an injury. If a brother slips and falls and breaks his leg he could recover 
from the chapter and have his medical bills paid because we require our bodies to have insur-
ance. If something happens and the lease is under one of those cooperative agreements, there 
may not be adequate insurance in place.   (Cont) 



 
In general, if your chapter will be meeting quarterly and another York Rite body is going to meet the other 
quarters your lease should specify when you meet and what your obligation of the rent is. Under no circum-
stances should a Royal Arch Chapter be responsible for any other entity’s financial obligations.  
 
In addition, if chapters are going to be negotiating with other York Rite bodies the chapter needs to be aware 
of it. This should be done by a vote of the chapter to begin seeking out a partnership and clearly authorizing 
the High Priest or someone else to act as their agent in these matters. This authorization would run out at the 
end of the Capitular year if not re-authorized.  The chapter also needs to make sure that they are negotiating 
with the legally authorized person form the other York Rite bodies. If it is not the sitting Illustrious Master or 
the sitting Commander, there should be a letter or something authorizing  them to negotiate on behalf of their 
bodies.  
 
As always, please let me know if you have questions. We want to support new ideas, but we want to make sure 
we are doing it correctly.  
 
Your Brother, 
 

Peter W. Brusoe 
Grand High Priest   
 
CC: MW Richard J Bautista, Grand Master of the District of Columbia (Grand Lodge)  
  MI Kenneth D. Fuller, Grand Master of the District of Columbia (Cryptic Masons) 
  RE James W. Mitchell, Grand Commander of the District of Columbia 
  Grand Chapter Officers 
   


